
Mr. Finnerty (Email: kfinnerty@juhsd.net) 
 

Syllabus for English Film Lit. 
 

Course Objective: Upon completion of this course, students should be able to 
demonstrate the following “Schoolwide Learner Outcomes”: 
 

 Students communicate effectively. 
 Students think critically. 
 Students develop the technology skills needed for the 21st century. 
 Students work collaboratively. 
 Students possess the essential knowledge and skills of the academic content 

required for graduation and success in advanced study and employment.  
 
As per the California State Board of Education, the specific goals of an English course is 
to improve the student’s Reading, Writing, Language Conventions, Speaking and 
Listening skills. To obtain this goal, this class will focus on various Language Arts 
Content Standards as put forth by the Board of Education. 
 
For example, to improve reading skills we will study vocabulary & word origins, reading 
comprehension and literary response & analysis. For writing skills, we will study various 
writing strategies like organization & focus, research & technology and evaluation & 
revision. Lastly, for speaking and listening we will study comprehension of, organization 
& delivery of, and analysis & evaluation of oral and media communications.  
 
Tentative Film List: 
 
Psycho 
The Graduate 
Harold and Maude 
The Truman Show 
Etc. 
** Class Material will cover adult topics 
 
Grading Policy 
 
Grades will be based on a point system. The number of points earned, divided by the 
number of points possible. Tests, essays, journals, projects and assignments will be 
approx. 30-100 points. Homework and quick-write assignments will be between 10-30 
points. I will always figure in extra points for participation, attitude and behavior; but I 
will deduct points for these things too. I do NOT give extra credit—do the assigned work 
and you will do fine. Any work that is plagiarized—from another student or from an 
outside source—will be given a 0. If a student still feels the need to plagiarize that 
student will be referred to the administration for discipline and the student will have to 
call home to explain to his or her parents what he or she did. 
 



Over this course, you will be given a variety of assessments, which will include: 
 
Tests: 50-100 points 
Essays: 50-100 points 
Creative Writing Assignment: 50-100 points 
Quizzes: 10-30 points 
Homework: 10-30 points 
 
Breakdown of grades: 
 
90-100 A 
80-89   B 
70-79   C 
60-69   D 
0- 59    F 
 
Absences: There are no excused absences in summer school. If you are absent three 
days, you will be dropped and receive a failing grade. Three days in Summer School 
equals twelve missed days during a regular school year. If you are tardy four times, that 
equals one missed day. Consequently, if you are tardy twelve times, you will be dropped 
and receive a failing grade.  
 
Make-up Work: Make-up work is due the day that the student returns if the student was 
given the assignment prior to the absence. If the student is absent when the assignment is 
given, the student will have the same amount of days to complete the assignment that the 
rest of the class had. It is not MY responsibility to inform you what you missed and when 
things are do. As a result, it is your responsibility to check with me upon returning from 
an absence. You need to see me before or after class on the day you return to find out 
what you missed and arrange for make-up work if necessary. If you fail to see me upon 
your return to school, I will just give you a 0 for missed work. Makeup work will be left 
in the makeup folders (Monday-Friday). It is your responsibility to pick up missed work. 
 
NOTE: If you miss a film due to an absence (either excused or unexcused), you are 
responsible to watch the film on your own. I DO NOT LEND OUT MOVIES. 
 
Classroom Policies:  
 

 Bring materials to class daily (e.g. notebook, journal, binder, textbooks, literature 
books, pens and paper). If a student continuously fails to bring proper materials to 
class, he or she will face disciplinary actions.  

 Classroom participation is an important part of my class. Frequently, we will 
engage in classroom discussions, which address the texts we’ll be reading. As a 
result, I expect students to be prepared to talk about what we’ve been learning. If 
one doesn’t feel the need to participate, I will call on you by name-- so be 
prepared. 



 I will be lending you books for an adaptation assignment. These books are not the 
schools, they are mine. If you lose a book, it’s your responsibility to replace it. If 
you have not replaced the book by senior check out, I will not sign you out.  

 There will be group work. Once assigned to a group, you will be working in the 
same group for the entire school year. So choose wisely. You will be shooting a 
trailer, a rough cut of a 12 minute film as well as a final cut (your final). 

 No packing up and standing by the door – I dismiss class, not the bell. We will 
stay longer if you do this. 

 Not allowed in class: food, gum, drinks (except water), make-up, nail polish, 
lipstick, lotions, radios, Walkmans, IPODS, cell phones, pagers, playing cards, 
dice, alcohol, tobacco, drugs, laser pointers, and weapons. As the session 
progresses, I will add to this list if I feel other things need to be included. 

 
Respect is a very important aspect of this class, behavior can and will affect grading.  
NO INSULTS! NO PROFANITY! NO NAME CALLING! NO NEGATIVE 
COMMENTS ABOUT ANYONE IN HERE! NO SNICKERING! NO FIGHTING! 
NO SHOVING OR HITTING OR PUSHING! – EVER! 
 
If a student chooses to disregard these simple requests and continues to act 
disrespectfully, he/she will be required to complete a research paper on the said offense 
(e.g. misogyny, homophobia, racism). In addition, he or she will be referred to the 
administration for disciplinary action. 
 
Please review these policies with your parent or guardian, sign and date below, and return 
to Mr. Finnerty. Please feel free to contact me via e-mail with any questions or concerns. 
Thank you. 
 
Parent Signature & Date: 
 
Student Signature & Date: 
 


