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Course Overview 
 

“Any fool can know. The point is to understand.” 
- Albert Einstein 

 
 
Course Description: English 11 is a college preparatory course designed to build 
upon your skills learned from sophomore and freshman English. In particular, English 11 
will focus on the writing process: from initial drafting, to peer editing, to revising your final 
draft. Argumentative writing will also be developed in this course utilizing the rhetorical 
triangle (ethos, pathos and logos) . We will emphasize on critical thinking, close reading and 
analysis of a variety of texts, including but not limited to novels, poetry, essays, articles and 
film.  Lastly, multimedia presentations will take place a number of times throughout the 
course, both in small groups and individually.  
 
Required Materials: 
 
Daily items: You are expected to have a 3-ring binder for this class to archive all writing 
assignments, short readings, handouts and notes. Pens, pencils, lined-paper, post-its for 
annotating texts are to be brought to class everyday. You will also be required to bring a 
composition notebook everyday to class for journal assignments ONLY. Journal responses 
should at least be a page in length and of thoughtful content in order to receive full credit. Of 
course, I encourage you to write more if possible.   If a course text has been assigned, you 
are expected to bring that to class everyday unless otherwise instructed by the teacher. 
 

Course Texts: 
 
Fiction: 
O’ Brien, Tim. The Things They Carried 
Miller, Arthur. The Crucible 
Shakespeare, William. Julius Caesar 
Hong Kingston, Maxine. The Woman Warrior 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby 
 
Non-Fiction:  
Kennedy, XJ., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Jane E. Aron, eds. The Bedford Reader 
(selected works) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Teacher Resources: 

 
Walters, Keith, John J. Ruszkiewicz, Andrea A. Lunsword, eds. Everything’s an 
Argument (selected works) 
 
 

Required Projects: 
 
Writings: The course will emphasize the writing process, writing essays as a step-by-step 
process with special emphasis on writing persuasive and argument essays. In addition, 
there will be in-class, timed-write essays to prepare you for SAT and PSAT settings. You will 
also be asked to participate in informal journal writing to respond to class readings and 
writing. 
 
Vocabulary: You are encouraged to learn words on your own and keep a list in your binder. 
SAT related vocabulary and idioms will also be taught to students as well. You will also 
learn the vocabulary of argument: ethos, pathos, logos, rhetoric, etc. 

 
Speaking and Listening: You will be expected to engage in oral reports both group and 
individual. The class will also partake in Socratic Seminars, informal debates, presenting 
and arguing ideas in productive and principled manner.  
 
Grammar: Short units will also be given on grammatical principles such as subordination 
and coordination, noun phrase appositives, verbal phrases, conjunction use, etc. 
 
Homework: All work is to be done neatly, either in blue or black ink (when given in class) 
or typed. Pencils can be used to take notes but not for assignments that will be turned in.  
 
 
Codes of Conduct: 
 
Grading Policy: All assignments are graded on a point system. A = 100-90%; B= 89-80; 
C=79-70; D=69-60; F=below 60.  
 
Attendance: There is a zero tolerance for tardiness and excessive absences in this class. 
You may be wondering, “Well, what does a few minutes matter anyway…” Well, look at it 
this way, high school is designed to prepare you for the adult world when you graduate, you 
wouldn’t want to be late for your first day at your new job or your partner’s anniversary 
dinner would you? (3 unexcused absences, including Room 32,  lowers your grade by half a 
grade). In addition, habitual offenses may result in a phone call home or conference with the 
Dean of Students. 
  
Emergencies occur from time to time that keep us from attending class on time or attending 
class at all. This is totally understandable, however, you are expected as the student to 
contact me ahead of time to let me know what the situation is, and only then can I help you. 
Early communication is key…not anything last minute. 
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Homework \ Class Assignments: I will remind you in class when homework and class 
assignments will be due. With all this said, I expect you to turn in assignments on time. 
Unexcused late assignments will automatically be deducted points. Exceptions to the rule 
can happen for excused absences as long as there is contact by the student beforehand.  
 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating: Cheating, which includes copying another person’s work and 
treating it as your own or utilizing a source without proper credit (plagiarism) is an 
extremely serious offense in a course such as this. If you cheat or plagiarize—depending on 
the severity and specifics of the offense—the following may occur: you may receive a failing 
grade and/or parents and school officials may be notified. 
 
Communication is key: If at any point in time, you find yourself having problems with the 
class—feeling overwhelmed, writer’s block or confusion about a lesson or from the 
reading—please see me as soon as possible. I am here to help you.  
 
 


