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May, 2017  

 
�Dear Students, Parents, & Guardians of the Freshman Class of 2017-2018,  

Welcome to Oceana! We are very excited to meet you in August for orientation and the 
beginning of our journey together in Humanities. Until then, we would like you to take some 
time this summer to exercise your reading, critical thinking, academic writing, and creative 
project skills by completing the following Summer Reading Assignment based on one of the 
books from the list below. You can get the book from the Oceana Library, your local library, or a 
bookstore.  

Please read the instructions carefully and try your best to complete the work as explained below. 
Note that our goal is just to give you a taste of what it will be like to work with literature in 
Humanities 9 next school year, including the sorts of reading, thinking, writing, and creating you 
will be practicing during our time together.  

Your assignment is due on the first day of school, August 10, in your Humanities class. Please 
start your year off right, and show your teachers how responsible you can be. If you find that any 
part of the assignment is unclear or too challenging, please write us a typed letter explaining your 
questions and concerns, and turn this in along with the parts of the assignment that you are able 
to complete.  

Sincerely,� 

The Humanities 9 Teaching Team  

 

 

 

 



  
STEP 1: Reading  

Pick a book from the list below. Just read ONE! You might want to read summaries of the books 
before choosing one. You can find summaries online or on the back covers of each book.  

o Caucasia by Danzy Senna � 
o Chu Ju’s House by Gloria Whelan � 
o Keesha’s House by Helen Frost 
o �Buddha Boy by Kathe Koja 
o �How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez  

  
STEP 2: Reading Log  

Exploring a Theme or Central Idea  

Fictional stories often communicate a theme or central idea that ties together the author’s use of 
p lot, setting, character, conflict, symbolism, and point of view. Think of this as a generalized 
“lesson” or a “truth” found in the story that can apply to many people’s lives. Themes or central 
ideas reflect the discoveries, emotions, conflicts, and experiences of the characters in a story, and 
work as the author’s commentary about human life or the way the world works.  

Choose ONE of the following themes / central ideas to work with:  

  ❏  The story demonstrates how powerful it can be when a person learns to accept 
who �they are and demand others to do the same. � 

  ❏  The story reveals that people often have a hard time coming to terms with certain 
aspects of their identity. � 

  ❏  The story explores how people often deal with difficult situations by coming together 
in love and friendship. � 

  ❏  The story demonstrates that conflict occurs when people do not accept or appreciate 
the unique identities of others. � 

  ❏  The story examines how people can resist injustice in society by refusing to go along 
with its rules or norms. � 

  ❏  The story reveals that _________________. [Choose your own theme or central 
idea.] �As you read your book, choose at least F IVE quotes that support the theme / 
central idea you have chosen. Type or write down your quotes in a Reading Log (see 
the sample below). Bring your Reading Log to class on the first day of school. We will 



use these quotes in an assignment during the school year. �After each quote, put the 
author’s last name and the p age number in parentheses. This is called a text note. For 
example, for a quote on page 99 of H ow the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia 
Alvarez, the text note is: (Alvarez 99)  

 

�Sample reading log: � 

Theme: The story demonstrates that conflict occurs when people do not accept or appreciate the 
unique identities of others.  

Evidence 1: “We ended up at school with the cream of the American crop, the Hoover girl and 
the Hanes twins and the Scott girls... Anyhow, we met the right kind of Americans all right, but 
they didn’t exactly mix with us” (Alvarez 108)  

Evidence 2: “ those brand-named beauties assumed that, like all third world foreign students in 
boarding schools, we were filthy rich and related to some dictator or other. Our privilege 
smacked of evil and mystery...” (Alvarez 108)  

Evidence 3: Evidence 4: Evidence 5:  

  
 

STEP 3: Project  

Complete a creative project that somehow relates to the theme or central idea you explained in 
your written assignment. Choose ONE of the projects from the description below, demonstrating 
your creativity and ability to pay attention to craft and detail. Most importantly, try to have fun!  

  ●  MUSIC DIRECTOR � Make a soundtrack that explores the book’s theme. Give the 
soundtrack a creative title that somehow connects to the theme you used in your written 
assignment. Choose at least 6 popular songs that can be easily found on YouTube. For 
each song, list the title, artist, and a 4-10 sentence explanation of how this song relates to 
your chosen theme. � 

  ●  COMIC SCENE� Take a key scene or event from the book and illustrate it as if it 
were part of a graphic novel (comic book) version. Using 8.5”x11” pages (or larger), 
create 4-8 pages of your graphic novel that explores the book’s theme discussed in the 
written assignment. This should include at least 15 panels, using full color with text. 
Include dialogue from the book when possible. This can be done using pencil, ink, 
colored pencils, marker, incorporate collage, or printed from digital artwork. � 



  ●  PHOTO ESSAY � Use a series of at least 24 photographs to explore the book’s theme 
discussed in the written assignment. These can be black and white or color (or both). If 
you choose to print traditional photos (ie 3x4, 4x5), please attach them to pages of a book 
(ie scrapbook) or poster board(s). You can also choose to arrange your photos in a 
Microsoft Word or Google Docs file and print them out. A final option is to create a 
Microsoft PowerPoint or Google Slides presentation with one photograph per slide (ie 
24+ slides), which can be emailed or shared with your teacher electronically after the first 
day of school. Whichever option you choose, you must include a 7-13 sentence 
explanation of how your photographs relate to your book’s theme. � 

  ●  ART DIRECTOR �Create original designs for an alternative book cover (8.5” x 11” or 
larger) A ND a movie poster for a film version (8.5” x 11” or larger) that use artwork to 
visually explore the book’s theme discussed in your written assignment. These should be 
eye-catching visuals that attract book buyers and moviegoers to want to read/watch, 
while also giving them insight into the book/movie’s themes. They each should use 
different artwork, though they can have visual similarities. Think about the details, 
including which fonts are most appropriate and the type of info that should be included; 
remember, book covers include different information and details than movie posters. This 
can be done using pencil, ink, colored pencils, marker, paint, collage, stencil work, or 
printed from digital artwork. � 

 
 
 


