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Welcome to Advanced Placement U.S. Government. To help prepare you for next 
year I have prepared two summer assignments due on the first day of class in 
August. These assignments make up 10 percent of your first semester grade. Feel 
free to send me an email over the summer if you have any questions or concerns. 
I will check my school email once a week.  
  
Assignment #1 
 
Required Reading 
The Courage of Their Convictions: Sixteen Americans Who Fought Their 
Way to the Supreme Court by Peter Irons. You can check it out at the library. 
After reading the book, highlighting or taking notes as you read, complete the 
following assignment.   

 
Short answers for The Courage of Their Convictions 
Consider the following case studies from among those presented in Peter Irons’ 
The Courage of Their Convictions: #1 Lillian Gobitis v. Minersville School District 
(1940), #2 Gordon Hirabayashi v. United States (1943), #3 J.D. Shelley v. Louis 
Kraemer (1948), and #10 Mary Beth Tinker v. Des Moines (1969). In addition, 
consider at least four other case studies of your own choosing. 

 
Referring specifically to the 4 cases above and the 4 of your choosing, answer the 
following questions using this format:  

 
#1 Lillian Gobitis v. Minersville School District (1940) 

a. Identify the legal issues in each of the eight case studies  
AND 
b. Using examples from the case studies, explain what you have learned about 

the U.S. legal system (including the Supreme Court), and the U.S. 
Constitution. 

 
#2 Gordon Hirabayashi v. United States (1943) 

a.  
b.  

 



 
Assignment #2 
 
Current Issues and Events 
It is essential that you have a basic understanding of current events and politics 
to be successful in this course. This will greatly enhance your understanding of 
the theoretical concepts of government and help you retain the material because 
you will be able to actually link the theory to events. This knowledge will also help 
you with the free response section of the AP exam, which assumes that you have 
such knowledge. Following the news will not require a large investment of time 
but will help you in this course. You can follow the news by reading the paper, 
watching a network news program (i.e. the NewsHour on PBS), reading a news 
magazine, or watching Sunday morning news shows like This Week with George 
Stephanopoulos. We will begin the year with a current events quiz based on 
events from the summer. There will be approximately 2 questions from each 
week of the summer.  
 
 


