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English 11AP    Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Dear AP Literature Students, 
 
Welcome to AP English Literature! The pace is rigorous; the rewards great. This 
course will prepare you well for the demands of college and, more importantly, it 
will expose you to outstanding literature as well as hone your analytical writing and 
critical thinking skills. Over the course of the academic year, we will be reading and 
writing at a rapid pace. Therefore, the summer reading program is designed to keep 
you active as readers and writers. 
 
You can get the books from the Oceana Library or from your local library or a 
bookstore. 
 
The summer assignment requires you to read the following works: 

1. Frankenstein by: Mary Shelley 
2. How to Read Literature like a Professor  by: Thomas Foster 
 

You will also be expected to study the attached handouts: 
1. Greek Myths and figures  
2. Literary terms 
 

Complete the following assignments: 
1. Before reading Frankenstein, read Chapter 21 from How to Read Literature 

like a Professor, paying careful attention to what Foster has to say about the 
monster.  
 

2. Read Frankenstein. Annotate the book with post it notes, looking for the 
following:  

a. How does Shelley use violence in the book?  
b. What does the monster represent?  
c. How does Shelley use literary devices to develop and deepen her novel?  

 
3. After reading Frankenstein, read the following chapters from Foster’s book 

and apply what you have learned back to Frankenstein: 
• Chapter	1-	“Every	Trip	is	a	Quest”	
• Chapter	10-	“	It’s	More	Than	Just	Rain	or	Snow”	
• Chapter	11-	“...More	Than	It’s	Gonna	Hurt	You:	Concerning	Violence”	
• Chapter	12	–	“Is	That	a	Symbol?”	
• Chapter	19-	“Geography	Matters...”	



• Chapter	20	–	“...So	Does	Season”	
• Chapter	25-	“Don’t	Read	With	Your	Eyes”	

For each of these chapters, write a well-developed paragraph that summarizes 
the main points made in the chapter and how those points apply to 
Frankenstein. Use textual evidence (quotes) from both texts to support your 
ideas. This is due on the first day of class. 
 

4. Make flashcards of the Greek gods and myths, and study them extensively before 
the first day of school. 
 
The first day of school: 

1. Arrive with 7 completed paragraphs on How to Read Literature and 
Frankenstein.  
 

2. Be prepared to take a test that will be in three parts:  
a. Greek myths and mythological figures  
b. Literary terms  
c. Frankenstein  

 
I cannot stress enough the importance of completing your summer assignments. If 
you do not complete them, and complete them with great effort, you will be woefully 
ill prepared for the course. I look forward to seeing you in August. 
 
-Mr. Roberts 
 
P.S. if you have questions please email me droberts@juhsd.net. I will try to provide 
a prompt reply if I am able, but I will often be out of town. 

		

Helpful	Websites:	

For	Frankenstein:	

• 	Crash	Course	Frankenstein	Pt.	1:		https://youtu.be/SyyrwoCec1k		
• Crash	Course	Frankenstein	Pt	2:	https://youtu.be/hRDjmyEvmBI		
• Romanticism:	https://youtu.be/OiRWBI0JTYQ		

Help	With	Greek	Myths:	

• 	http://greece.mrdonn.org/myths.html		
• https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/greek-mythology		

	

Literary	Terms:	

• https://www.litcharts.com/literary-devices-and-terms		

	 	



Greek	Mythology—Make	a	flashcard	for	every	name	in	bold	GODS:	 

Zeus:	Zeus	was	the	god	of	the	sky	and	ruler	of	the	Olympian	gods.	Zeus	overthrew	his	Father	
Cronus.	He	then	drew	lots	with	his	brothers	Poseidon	and	Hades.	Zeus	won	the	draw	and	
became	the	supreme	ruler	of	the	gods.	He	is	lord	of	the	sky,	the	rain	god.	His	weapon	is	a	
thunderbolt	which	he	hurls	at	those	who	displease	him.	He	is	married	to	Hera	but,	is	famous	
for	his	many	affairs.	He	is	also	known	to	punish	those	that	lie	or	break	oaths.	He	was	the	rain	
god,	and	the	cloud	gatherer,	who	wielded	the	terrible	thunderbolt.	His	breastplate	was	the	
aegis,	his	bird	the	eagle,	his	tree	the	oak.	He	is	represented	as	the	god	of	justice	and	mercy,	
the	protector	of	the	weak,	and	the	punisher	of	the	wicked.	 

Poseidon:	God	of	the	sea,	protector	of	all	waters.	Poseidon	is	the	brother	of	Zeus.	After	the	
overthrow	of	their	Father	Cronus	he	drew	lots	with	Zeus	and	Hades,	another	brother,	for	
shares	of	the	world.	His	prize	was	to	become	lord	of	the	sea.	He	was	widely	worshiped	by	
seamen.	His	weapon	is	a	trident,	which	can	shake	the	earth,	and	shatter	any	object.	He	is	
second	only	to	Zeus	in	power	amongst	the	gods.	He	has	a	difficult	quarrelsome	personality.	
He	was	greedy.	He	had	a	series	of	disputes	with	other	gods	when	he	tried	to	take	over	their	
cities.	 

Hades:	Hades	is	the	brother	of	Zeus.	After	the	overthow	of	their	Father	Cronus	he	drew	lots	
with	Zeus	and	Poseidon,	another	brother,	for	shares	of	the	world.	He	had	the	worst	draw	
and	was	made	lord	of	the	underworld,	ruling	over	the	dead.	He	is	a	greedy	god	who	is	greatly	
concerned	with	increasing	his	subjects.	He	is	exceedingly	disinclined	to	allow	any	of	his	
subjects	leave.	He	is	also	the	god	of	wealth,	due	to	the	precious	metals	mined	from	the	
earth.	He	has	a	helmet	that	makes	him	invisible.	He	rarely	leaves	the	underworld.	He	is	
unpitying	and	terrible,	but	not	capricious.	His	wife	is	Persephone,	whom	Hades	abducted.	 

Hera:	Hera	is	Zeus’	wife	and	sister.	She	was	raised	by	the	Titans	Ocean	and	Tethys.	She	is	the	
supreme	goddess,	goddess	of	marriage	and	childbirth	and	takes	special	care	of	married	
women.	Zeus	courted	her	unsuccessfully.	He	then	turned	to	trickery,	changing	himself	into	
disheveled	cuckoo.	Hera,	feeling	sorry	for	the	bird,	held	it	to	her	breast	to	warm	it.	Zeus	then	
resumed	his	normal	form	and	taking	advantage	of	the	surprise	he	raped	her.	She	then	
married	him	to	cover	her	shame.	Most	stories	concerning	Hera	have	to	do	with	her	jealous	
revenge	for	Zeus's	infidelities.	 

Athena:	Athena	is	the	Greek	virgin	goddess	of	reason,	intelligent	activity,	arts	and	literature.	
Athena	is	the	daughter	of	Zeus.	She	sprang	full	grown	in	armor	from	his	forehead,	thus	has	
no	mother.	She	is	fierce	and	brave	in	battle	but	only	wars	to	defend	the	state	and	home	from	
outside	enemies.	She	is	the	goddess	of	the	city,	handicrafts,	and	agriculture..	She	is	the	
embodiment	of	wisdom,	reason,	and	purity.	She	was	Zeus's	favorite	child	and	was	allowed	to	
use	his	weapons	including	his	thunderbolt.	 

Artemis:	She	was	goddess	of	chastity,	virginity,	the	hunt,	the	moon,	and	the	natural	
environment.	Artemis	is	the	daughter	of	Zeus	and	Leto.	Her	twin	brother	is	Apollo.	She	is	the	
lady	of	the	wild	things.	She	is	the	huntsman	of	the	gods.	She	is	the	protector	of	the	young.	
Like	Apollo	she	hunts	with	silver	arrows.	She	became	associated	with	the	moon.	She	is	a	
virgin	goddess,	and	the	goddess	of	chastity.	All	wild	animals	are	scared	of	her,	especially	the	



deer.	 

Apollo:	Apollo	is	the	son	of	Zeus	and	Leto.	His	twin	sister	is	Artemis.	He	is	the	god	of	music,	
playing	a	golden	lyre.	The	Archer,	far	shooting	with	his	silver	bow.	The	god	of	healing	who	
taught	man	medicine.	The	god	of	light.	The	god	of	truth,	who	cannot	speak	a	lie.	One	of	
Apollo's	more	important	daily	tasks	is	to	harness	his	chariot	with	four	horses	and	drive	the	
Sun	across	the	sky.	 

Ares:	Ares	is	the	son	of	Zeus	and	Hera.	Though	often	referred	to	as	the	Olympian	god	of	
warfare,	he	is	more	accurately	the	god	of	bloodlust,	or	slaughter	personified:	Ares	is	
apparently	an	ancient	abstract	 

noun	meaning	throng	of	battle,	war.	He	also	presides	over	the	weapons	of	war,	the	defense	
and	sacking	of	cities,	rebellion	and	civil	order,	banditry,	manliness	and	courage.	 

Aphrodite:	Aphrodite	is	the	goddess	of	love,	desire	and	beauty.	In	addition	to	her	natural	
gifts	she	has	a	magical	girdle	that	compels	anyone	she	wishes	to	desire	her.	She	is	the	wife	of	
Hephaestus.	The	myrtle	is	her	tree.	The	dove,	the	swan,	and	the	sparrow	are	her	birds.	Her	
favorite	lover	is	the	god	of	war,	Ares.	She	represented	sex,	affection,	and	the	attraction	that	
binds	people	together.	 

Hermes:	He	was	the	cleverest	of	the	Olympian	gods,	and	messenger	to	all	the	other	gods.	
Hermes	is	the	son	of	Zeus	and	Maia.	He	is	Zeus’	messenger.	He	is	the	fastest	of	the	gods.	He	
wears	winged	sandals,	a	winged	hat,	and	carries	a	magic	wand.	He	is	the	god	of	thieves	and	
god	of	commerce.	He	is	the	guide	for	the	dead	to	go	to	the	underworld.	He	invented	the	lyre,	
the	pipes,	the	musical	scale,	astronomy,	weights	and	measures,	boxing,	gymnastics,	and	the	
care	of	olive	trees.	 

Demeter:	Demeter	was	the	goddess	of	the	harvest,	who	presided	over	grains,	the	fertility	of	
the	earth,	the	seasons	(personified	by	the	Hours),	and	the	harvest.	Her	daughter	Persephone	
was	abducted	by	Hades,	and	could	only	come	back	8	months	out	of	the	year.	During	the	
other	4	months,	the	land	withered	as	Demeter	was	depressed	about	her	daughter.	This	
explained	the	seasons	for	the	ancient	Greeks.	 

HEROS:	 

Heracles/Hercules:	Hercules	was	outwitted	by	his	nemesis	Hera	from	before	the	time	he	was	
born.	After	his	birth	she	tried	to	destroy	him	by	putting	snakes	in	his	crib,	but	he	was	too	
powerful	even	then.	He	grew	up	to	become	the	hero	who	beat	the	odds	time	and	again,	
performed	amazing,	often	helpful	tasks,	and	yet	was	full	of	human	foibles,	even	to	the	point	
of	having	to	do	penance	for	the	horrible	crime	of	murdering	his	own	children	(under	the	
guidance	of	Hera,	of	course).	 

Achilles:	Achilles	was	the	Greek's	best	warrior	in	the	Trojan	War.	His	nymph	mother,	Thetis,	
held	him	by	his	heel	when	she	dipped	him	in	the	River	Styx.	This	left	him	vulnerable	in	one	
spot	on	his	body,	his	heel.	When	he	fought	in	the	Trojan	War	he	was	unbeatable,	until	the	
gods	guided	the	hand	of	Paris	to	shoot	an	arrow	into	Achilles'	heel.	 



Odysseus:	Odysseus	was	the	wily	hero	of	the	Greeks	who	was	considered	by	them	second	to	
Achilles.	Odysseus	was	the	one	who	came	up	with	the	idea	of	the	Trojan	Horse.	He	was	also	
one	of	the	few	Greeks	to	reach	his	homeland	of	Ithaca	and	his	wife	Penelope,	after	10	years	
of	war	and	10	years	of	troubles	at	sea.	He	was	a	descendant	of	Hermes,	god	of	thieves.	 

Perseus:	Perseus	was	the	son	of	Danae	and	Zeus.	For	a	hero,	having	Zeus	for	a	father	was	not	
unusual,	but	Zeus	impregnated	his	mother	as	a	shower	of	gold.	After	a	bleak	childhood,	
Perseus	was	helped	by	the	gods	to	obtain	the	deadly	head	of	snaky-trussed	Medusa.	With	
the	help	of	her	head	he	could	then	turn	anyone	he	wished	to	stone.	 

OTHERS	 

Prometheus:	Prometheus	is	a	Titan,	the	son	of	Iapetus	and	Themis,	and	brother	to	Atlas,	
Epimetheus	and	Menoetius.	He	was	a	champion	of	human-kind	known	for	his	wily	
intelligence,	who	stole	fire	from	Zeus	and	gave	it	to	mortals.	Zeus	then	punished	him	for	his	
crime	by	having	him	bound	to	a	rock	while	a	great	eagle	ate	his	liver	every	day	only	to	have	it	
grow	back	to	be	eaten	again	the	next	day.	 

Atlas:	Atlas	is	best	known	for	bearing	on	his	shoulders	the	pillars	that	keep	earth	and	heaven	
apart.	This	burden,	a	heavy	one	and	difficult	to	grasp,	is	the	punishment	Zeus	imposed	on	
him	for	having	been	the	 

leader	of	the	Titans	during	their	war	against	the	Olympians.	And	Atlas,	they	say,	though	pre-
eminent	in	strength,	moans	as	he	holds	the	vault	of	the	sky	on	his	back.	 

Sisyphus:	Sisyphus	was	a	king	punished	in	Tartarus	by	being	compelled	to	roll	a	huge	boulder	
up	a	hill,	only	to	watch	it	roll	back	down,	and	to	repeat	this	throughout	eternity.	 

Orpheus:	The	most	famous	story	in	which	Orpheus	figures	is	that	of	his	wife	Eurydice	(also	
known	as	Agriope).	While	walking	among	her	people,	the	Cicones,	in	tall	grass	at	her	
wedding,	Eurydice	ran	into	a	nest	of	snakes	which	bit	her	fatally	on	her	heel.	Distraught,	
Orpheus	played	such	sad	songs	and	sang	so	mournfully	that	all	the	nymphs	and	gods	wept.	
On	their	advice,	Orpheus	traveled	to	the	underworld	and	by	his	music	softened	the	hearts	of	
Hades	and	Persephone	(he	was	the	only	person	ever	to	do	so),	who	agreed	to	allow	Eurydice	
to	return	with	him	to	earth	on	one	condition:	he	should	walk	in	front	of	her	and	not	look	
back	until	they	both	had	reached	the	upper	world.	He	set	off	with	Eurydice	following	and	in	
his	anxiety	as	soon	as	he	reached	the	upper	world	he	turned	to	look	at	her,	forgetting	that	
both	needed	to	be	in	the	upper	world,	and	she	vanished	for	the	second	time,	but	now	
forever.	

	 	



	 

Literary	Terms	(aka	Literary	Devices	or	Figurative	Language)	 

1. Metaphor: a figure of speech which makes a direct comparison of two unlike objects by 
identification or substitution  

Example: All the world’s a stage  

2. Simile: a direct comparison of two unlike objects, using like or as Example: The holy time 
is quiet as a nun  

3. Personification: a figure of speech which objects and animals have human qualities 
Example: When it comes, the landscape listens,  

Shadows hold their breath. (Emily Dickenson, “A certain Slant of Light.”)  

4. Apostrophe: an address to a person or personified object not present Example: Little Lamb, 
who owns thee?  

(William Blake, “The Lamb”)  

5. Metonymy: a figure of speech in which one thing is represented by another that is 
commonly and often physically associated with it.  

Example: The pen is mightier than the sword. “The White House stated today that there would 
be no budget increases.”  

6. Synecdoche: a figure of speech in which a part represents the whole object or idea. 
Example: Not a hair perished. (person)  

(William Shakespeare, The Tempest) Referring to a boat as “a sail”  

7. Hyperbole: a gross exaggeration for effect: overstatement Example: Our hands were firmly 
cemented.  

(John Donne, “The Ecstasy”) 8. Irony: the contrast between the actual meaning and the 
expected meaning  

 
Example:  

I stood upon a high place, And saw, below, many devils Running, leaping, And carousing in 
sin. One looked up grinning, And said, “Comrade! Brother!  

(Stephen Crane, “I Stood Upon a High Place”)  

9. Symbolism: the use of one object to suggest another, hidden object of idea Example: In 
Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken, “ the fork in the road represents a major decision in life, 
each road, a separate way of life.  

10. Imagery: the use of words to represent things, actions, or ideas by sensory description 



Example: He clasps the crag with crooked hands;  

Close to the sun in lonely lands, Ringed with the azure world, he stands. The wrinkled sea 
beneath him crawls; He watches from his mountain walls, And like a thunderbolt he falls.  

(Alfred, Lord Tennyson, “The Eagle”)  

11. Paradox: a statement which appears self-contradictory, but underlines a basis of truth 
Example: Elected silence, sing to me.  

( Gerald Manley Hopkins, “The Habit of Perfection”)  

12. Oxymoron: Two words that contradict one another Example : Beautiful tyrant! Fiend 
angelical!  

Dove-feathered raven! Wolvish-ravening lamb! (William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet)  

13. Allusion: A reference to an outside fact, event or other source.  

Example:  

World-famous golden-thighed Pythagoras Fingered upon a fiddle-stick or strings What a star 
sang and careless Muses heard  

(Pythagoras Greek mathematician; Muses- mythological goddesses of beauty and music)  

(William Butler Yeats, “Among School Children”)  

14. Diction: The author’s choice of words Example: Emaciated instead of thin;  

Sear instead of burn; Angelic instead of good  

15. Tone: The author’s attitude towards his or her subject  

16. Allegory: a prose or poetic narrative in which the characters, behavior, and even the 
setting demonstrate multiple levels of meaning and significance. For example, Animal Farm 
because everything relates to the Russian Revolution.  

17. Alliteration: a repletion of beginning sounds- usually consonants or words or of stressed 
syllables. “landscape-lover, lord of language”- Tennyson  

18. Assonance: a repetition of identical or similar vowel sounds, usually those found in 
stressed syllables of close proximity. Hat, ran, amber,  

19. Consonance: The repetition at close intervals of the final consonant sounds of accented 
syllables or important words- book-plaque-thicker  

20. Enjambment: the continuation of a sentence from one line or couplet of a poem to the 
next.  

Its loveliness increases; it will never Pass into nothingness: but still will keep A bower quiet 
for us, and a sleep  



21. Onomatopoeia: a word capturing or approximating the sound of what it describes; “buzz” 
is a good example.  

 
 
 


